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EA - John A . Calhoun . 

Meeting of the ESC .Review / Group - Viet-Nam 


The follow ina comments relate to possible discussion of the two 
responses to NSSM 22 at the meeting of the NSC Review Group tins. 

afternoon. 

The first paper, "Contingency Planning Against ^°?® 1 A 1 f i ity 
of Significant Enemy Attacks on Cities," agreed 

ElS® nT^ong the Various members. In fact the representatives 
ofDOD/SA?the g Joint Chiefs, CIA, and State felt that .it was .the moot 
practical approach to the complex problem posed by the NSSM. 

A member of Dr. Kissinger's staff, who is an ex officio member 
of the Ad Hoc Grouo, expressed certain "personal" reservations to 
r.f/STT'HvT: Dr Kissinger might wish a more integrated seri-o oi 

the group all felt that if the task were approached m thi* _ . _ 

mueffmore detailed paper would be necessary, ^eluding P r 
biUty of several annexes describing all 

otoup and. I felt that in its present form the paper / ha-ic^r am^of re- 
problem in a manageable way and could serve a ® a ,^f4t analysis 

of actfonfn ^evenl of^niffc^eSSy attacks over the next several 
weeks. 

The other contingency paper, "U.S. Action tte^d Foe 

i_ a opoccinT^ii did not achieve the same consenous witnin tne j \ a no c 

Grouo as" that accorded the first contingency paper, although there was 
of the differences of approach will be reflected. - 
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DOD/ISA and the Joint Chiefs may take a position generally 
opposed to any important U.S. intervention in the wake of a 
Thieu assassination. 

CIA will probably support generally the State position which 
is essentially v/hat appears in the paper itself, i. e. , that the 
United States should intervene to the extent necessary to ensure 
political stability in South Viet-Nam immediately following an 
assassination and in the period of transition to new leadership. 

We feel that the U.S. is Ipso facto a significant political factor 
in South Viet- Ham and that a decision on or part not to intervene 
would in itself have major consequences and far-reaching effects 
in any post-assassination period. Such a decision would not 
absolve us of a responsibility for what followed, nor would it 
help to ensure political stability or a smooth transition. On 
the contrary, it could add to the instability and would risk the 
GVM's complete collapse. The extent of our investment in 
Viet-Uam, both in material and manpower terms means that 
no administration could avoid responsibility for a course of 
non-intervention if the situation deteriorates sharply. I recom- 
mend you take tliis general line if the question arises in this form. 

CIA may move that the paper be referred back to the Ad_ 

Hoc Group for further consideration. We would have no objection 
to this because the paper is hopefully less urgent that the "Attacks 
paper and could probably be refined. 
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